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Bennett L. Ross
March 14, 2016 202.719.7524
bross@wileyrein.com
VIA ELECTRONIC FILING
Ms. Marlene H. Dortch
Secretary
Federal Communications Commission
445 12th Street, S.W.

Washington, D.C. 20554

Re: Universal Service High-Cost Filing Deadlines; Petition of Virgin Islands
Telephone Corp. d/b/a Innovative Telephone for Waiver of the National
Exchange Carrier Association Adjustment Period, WC Docket 08-71

Dear Ms. Dortch:

On March 11, 2016, in connection with the above-referenced proceeding, Nathania
Bates, Vice President — Legal Affairs for the Virgin Islands Telephone Corp. d/b/a
Innovative Telephone (“Innovative™), Don Pamrish with Parrish, Blessing &
Associates, and Michael McCauley and the undersigned with Wiley Rein LLP,
counsel for Innovative, met with Stephanie Weiner, the Chairman’s Senior Legal
Advisor for wireline issues.

During this meeting, we discussed the attached written presentation, which explains
Innovative’s petition for a waiver of the National Exchange Carrier Association’s
(“NECA™) rolling 24-month adjustment period and subsequent application for
review of the Wireline Competition Bureau’s February 24, 2015 order denying that
petition. As we discussed, granting Innovative’s waiver request would: (i) ensure
that the company’s high cost loop support for 2011 and Connect America Fund
(“CAF™) frozen support would be calculated based on accurate loop count data; and
(ii) would be consistent with Commission precedent. Innovative underscored the
significance of the waiver, which, if granted, would result in $565,860 in increased
high cost support in 2011 and annual frozen CAF support.

Apart from the waiver, Innovative also explained that the Commission should direct
that USAC recalculate the company’s baseline support amount based on accurate
loop counts for November and December 2011, which would result in $113,172 in
increased annual frozen CAF support. This recalculation is warranted because
Innovative properly submitted revised loop counts for November and December
2011 within the 24-month period, and NECA agreed to use the corrected November
and December 2011 loop counts in calculating Innovative’s 2011 high-cost loop
support by January 31, 2012. Because the $113,172 in additional support is “for
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2011,” this amount is properly included within Innovative’s baseline frozen support
under Section 54.312(a)(1) of the Commission’s rules. That this additional support
was not actually disbursed in 2011 as a result of the actions or inactions of NECA or
USAC is not a valid basis for denying Innovative support to which it is lawfully
entitled, as the Bureau erroneously concluded.

Pursuant to 47 C.F.R. § 1.1206, please include this ex parte filing in the above-
referenced docket.

Sincerely,

Bennett L. Ross
BLR/rw
cc:  Stephanie Weiner
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